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ANNUAL FRUIT TREE SALE 
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We are pleased to present the following fruit tree 

varieties, carefully selected for performance in the 

Fort Bend County area. 

All orders are subject to availability and supplies 

are limited.  We encourage you to pre-order your 

trees as early as you can. 

Our very best wishes for a bountiful harvest! 
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CITRUS 
A note on seedlessness:  many varieties of citrus are 
“commercially seedless.”  This means that the fruit in 
commercial production contains few or no seeds.  That’s 
because it’s pollinated only by other plants of the exact same 
variety.  In home production, even “seedless” varieties can 
produce seeds if pollinated by another citrus variety or species. 

LEMONS 

Lemons are self-fruitful, meaning a separate variety is not 
required for pollination.  Lemons are more cold-tolerant than 
limes, but less cold-hardy than satsumas and some oranges.  
Some winter protection is recommended.  Plant on the south 
side of the house in an area with good drainage.  Lemons have 
very few problems that are life-threatening.  Provide regular 
deep watering and fertilize after new growth commences.  Pay 
particular attention to the soil conditions.  Keep mulch about 
1 foot away from the trees to protect against root rot. 

IMPROVED MEYER 

A heavy producer, cold-hardy to 25° most winters.  Up 

to 10 feet tall.  Great tasting, very thin skin, rather seedy.  

Makes a compact tree with medium to large fruit.  The 

original Meyer was introduced from China in 1908 but is 

not much in production anymore.  Always look for 

Improved Meyer variety to limit the spread of citrus 

diseases.  Available in dwarf and standard forms. 

EUREKA VARIEGATED PINK 

Green and white variegated leaves and fruit with 

pinkish tinge.  A bit harder to grow than Meyer 

Improved, but very ornamental.   

IRANIAN 
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Very large bumpy-skinned lemon.  Intensely fragrant 

flowers.  More cold-hardy than Ponderosa. Can weigh 

up to four pounds! 

LIMES 

Limes are extremely cold-sensitive and cannot survive in our 
area without winter protection.  Like lemons, limes require 
good drainage and are sensitive to root rot.  For optimum 
production, plant in full sun.  Provide regular deep watering, 
but keep mulches and turfgrass at least a foot away from the 
trunk of a lime tree.  Pruning is not necessary.  Limes are self-
fruitful. 

THORNLESS MEXICAN/KEY 

Small, thin-skinned greenish-yellow fruit with few 

seeds.  High acid, very fragrant.  Rather compact with 

upright form.  Winter protection is necessary in our area 

for limes.  Available in dwarf and standard forms. 

BEARRS/PERSIAN 

Larger and more cold-tolerant than the Mexican 

Thornless, but less pungent.  Beautiful dark green 

foliage with medium-large juicy fruit. Available in dwarf 

and standard forms. 
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ORANGES 

Sweet oranges, native to India, are the most widely grown 
citrus fruit.  Though they are grown all over the world, they 
are best suited for subtropical climates.  Mature, healthy 
orange trees that are well hardened against the elements can 
tolerate temperatures in the low to middle 20s without damage 
but extended freezes will cause ice to form inside the fruit, 
ruining it.  Providing protection against freezes for a young 
tree greatly improves its odds of surviving into maturity.  
Plant in a southern exposure with well-draining soils.  Keep 
surrounding area free of weeds: developing trees do not 
compete well.  Keep mulch and turfgrass at least one foot away 
from the trunk of a tree.  Oranges are self-fruitful and no 
pruning, except to remove cold damage, should be necessary. 

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 

Grown in this area since 1847.  Very flavorful and cold 

tolerant.  Makes a medium to large round orange which 

ripens in January.  Delicious, sweet and juicy – to make 

up for the thorns! 

CARA CARA PINK NAVEL 

Flavor has a hint of grapefruit, very sweet.  Will 

probably tolerate cold down to 22 degrees.  Fully ripe in 

December. 

MORO BLOOD 

Most colorful of all the blood oranges.  Older trees can 

withstand temperatures to 22 degrees.  Strong tendency 

to alternate bearing.  Vigorous tree with a slightly 

spreading form, Moro Blood can be slow to bear.  The 

pigmentation in the flesh improves in years when nights 

stay cooler. 
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MARRS EARLY 

Navel orange common in Texas but rare elsewhere.  First 

grown in Donna, TX in 1927, it is small in comparison 

with other orange trees.  Matures in October with low 

acidity.  Heavy crops of sweet fruit, but strong tendency 

to alternate bearing. 

UJUKITSU 

The “Lemonade” fruit.  A cross between an orange and a 

lemon with a delicious mild flavor.  Some think this is 

the best tasting orange variety. 

JAFFA 

Israeli mid-season orange, normally seedless, a favorite 

Middle Eastern variety.  Tendency to alternate bearing.  

Does not store well on tree.  Also known as Shamouti. 
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SATSUMA 

A Satsuma is a type of Mandarin, and is generally self-
fruitful.  Mandarins tend to alternate bearing, which means 
they will produce a heavy crop one year followed by a lighter 
crop the next year.  Mandarins and Satsumas are among the 
most cold-hardy of all citrus fruits, second only to the 
kumquats.  Like all citrus, they are adapted to well-drained 
soils and can suffer in an area where drainage is poor.  For this 
reason, keep mulches at least one foot away from the trunk of 
the tree.  Satsuma fruit tends to dry out if left on the tree 
overlong.  Most ripen in the fall when nights are cool.  The 
peel is readily separated from the fruit and the fruit separates 
easily into segments. 

FROST OWARI 

Ripens mid to late season, this is the original Satsuma.  

Good flavor and production, and hardy to 22 degrees or 

lower.  Ripens October through December. 

MIHO 

A late-season bearer, Miho is usually seedless and very 

sweet.  Extremely cold-hardy.  Ripens late September to 

early October. 

SETO 

Almost seedless and very sweet, Seto matures in mid to 

late fall.  Noticeably smoother and thinner peel than 

other Satsumas. 

OKITSU WASE 

An early to mid season producer and a more vigorous 

grower than other Satsumas.  Ripens August through 

October.  Mature fruit stores better than others. 
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MANDARIN 

Mandarins are generally self-fruitful but some hybrid varieties 
produce better with pollinators.  Mandarins tend to alternate 
bearing, which means they will produce a heavy crop one year 
followed by a lighter crop the next year.  Mandarins and 
Satsumas are among the most cold-hardy of all citrus fruits, 
second only to the kumquats.  Like all citrus, they are adapted 
to well-drained soils and can suffer in an area where drainage 
is poor.  For this reason, keep mulches at least one foot away 
from the trunk of the tree.  Mandarins can bear so much fruit 
that the branches break under the crop’s weight.  Watch to 
make sure you don’t need to provide additional support. 

ATLAS HONEY 

Slightly flat in shape, very juicy with wonderful flavor.  

Ripens two weeks earlier than other Honey mandarins.  

Fairly good freeze tolerance.  Rich, aromatic, thin-

skinned and easy to peel. 

SUNBURST 

Very widely grown commercially.  Mid-sized fruit with 

some seeds, Sunburst is moderately vigorous with a 

spreading shape.  It ripens mid-November through 

January.  Needs one other citrus for pollination, but is 

thornless. 

CLEMENTINE 

A tangerine hybrid, Clementine is an early season 

producer, relatively seedless and almost thornless.  

Clementine produces fruit that will hold on the tree for 

several months and has fairly good freeze tolerance.  

Needs a pollinator. 
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GRAPEFRUIT 

Grapefruit is best grown with hot days and warm to hot 
nights, which is why Texas grapefruits are better than 
Arizona or California fruits.  Although they are less cold-
hardy than oranges, a mature, well-adapted tree can tolerate 
temperatures in the low to mid 20s without damage.  
Protecting young trees gives them a distinct survival 
advantage.  Sooner or later, it will freeze here!  Grapefruit 
prefers loamy soil, so good drainage is a must.  Grapefruit is a 
large tree, so allow plenty of room for growth, preferably on 
the south side of the house.  Best planted in full sun.  
Grapefruits are self-fruitful and require no pollinator. 

GOLDEN 

Outstanding taste, golden-orange color, and very juicy.  

Ripens in the fall – the taste gets sweeter throughout the 

ripening season.  As grapefruits go, Golden has very 

mild flavor. 

RIO RED 

This is the best of the red grapefruits and is the most 

popular Texas red.  It has a high juice content, with very 

red flesh and low acid levels.  Yellow skin is smooth and 

thin.  The red color is twice as bright as Henderson, and 

has a reddish tinge on the peel.   

BLOOMSWEET 

Very sweet and very cold-hardy, with somewhat pear-

shaped white flesh.  It is hardy to perhaps as low as 17 

degrees.  Ripens in November and December.  Can grow 

up to 30’ tall without pruning.  Very easy to peel. 
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PUMMELOS 

Pummelo, or pomelo, is sometimes called Chinese grapefruit.  

It is a citrus fruit native to Southeast Asia.  The fruit 

generally has none of the grapefruit’s trademark bitterness.  

The peel of the pummel can also be candied.  Pummelos are 

generally self-fruitful. 

CHANDLER 

Pink pulp, sweet and juicy, not as tart as a grapefruit.  

Produces a soccer-ball sized fruit, has few seeds but a 

thick rind.   Makes a large tree with dark green, winged 

leaves.  Fruit ripens in November. 

SARAWAK 

Melon or lime-like flavor.  Not as tart as a grapefruit.  

Sarawak has thinner skin than most pummelos and is a 

vigorous, cold-hardy tree.  White flesh variety. 

HIRADO 

Pink flesh, very sweet, with a large soccer-ball sized 

fruit.  Few seeds.   From a Japanese seedling, has bright 

yellow skin with.  Excellent flavor! 
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KUMQUATS 

MEIWA SEEDLESS  

Very sweet flesh, also very ornamental.  Meiwa is a 

heavy bearer and is hardy to 17 degrees or lower.  

Ripens in late November through February, and grows 

to 8’ tall and 6’ wide. 

CHANGSHOU  

A larger plant and a much larger fruit, Changshou has a 

spreading form and is thornless.  Fruit also has a thinner 

rind than Meiwa.  Some people think this is the best of 

the kumquats. 
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TROPICAL FRUIT 
The Tropics lie between the Tropic of Cancer at 23° North and 
the Tropic of Capricorn at 23° South.  The mean minimum 
temperature in the tropics is about a 64° in the coldest month.  
The tropics receive large amounts of sunshine, which tends to 
limit seasonal fluctuation in temperatures.  Rainfall, however, 
varies significantly.  Some tropical plants like lots of water 
and some are adapted to an arid climate.  Our climate is 
formally known as “Humid Subtropical,” which means we 
have hot humid summers, and mild to chilly winters.  Our 
mean minimum temperature is about 27°.  That’s a big 
difference!  Growing tropical plants in a subtropical zone will 
take special effort, but the results can be fantastic! 

ALLSPICE (PIMENTA DIOICA) 

The fruit of the allspice tree is used in Caribbean and 
North Indian food.  Both the foliage and the bark are 
highly aromatic.  Protect from cold for the first few 
years.  It is a small, slow growing tree and is never 
hardy below 25 degrees. 

BARBADOS CHERRY B17 (MALPIGHIA 

GLABRA) 

Also known as Acerola cherry, this is a fast growing 
ornamental tree that flowers in spring, summer and fall.  
It can have up to four fruiting cycles in the summer.  
This tree is deciduous and grows up to 15 feet tall.  
Mature specimens are hardy to the 20s.  Fruit is sweet-
sour and extremely high in Vitamin C.  The juice is used 
extensively throughout Latin America.  Damage will 
occur below 28°.   
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CHERRY OF THE RIO GRANDE (EUGENIA 

AGGREGATA) 

An evergreen shrub or small tree that produces sweet, 

cherry-like fruit.  When established, can be hardy to the 

20s. Grows up to 12’ tall and 8’ wide, small enough to 

keep in a large pot.  Fruit is deep purple to black with a 

rich cherry-like flavor. 

JAMAICAN CHERRY (MUNTINGIA 

CALABURA) 

Also known as Strawberry tree, an upright fast-growing 
tree to 25’ tall.  Fruits almost all year round.  Keep in full 
sun and protect during cold winters.  Once established, 
it may tolerate occasional light freezes.  The fruit is 
about the size of a blueberry with numerous seeds that 
are eaten along with the flesh, which tastes like cotton 
candy! 

DRAGONFRUIT (HYLOCEREUS UNDATA) 

Grows like a climbing cactus, with a beautiful flower 
and sweet fruit.  Protect from freezes and you will be 
rewarded with beautiful flowers up to 14” in diameter 
and red fruits high in lycopene.  Damage will occur 
below 27°. 

GUAVA, SEEDLING (PSIDIUM GUAJAVA) 

A small tree with a spreading top and a short trunk.  
Needs protection from freezes.  When mature, can 
usually regrow from rootstock even if killed to the 
ground.  Water well and delay fertilization until new 
growth occurs.  Will bear within one to three years.  
Fruit ripens over the entire season, rather than all at 
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once.  Fruit is ripe when the skin color changes from 
green to yellow and softens.  An outstanding source of 
Vitamin C.   

JUJUBE (ZIZIPHUS JUJUBA) 

One of the easiest crops to grow in Texas, jujubes are pretty 
trees up to 30’ tall, with dark green leaves and a rough bark.  
The fruit usually ripens in July and August.  They prefer hot 
and dry weather and will tolerate a variety of soils.  Winter 
injury does not seem to be a problem and they usually bloom 
late enough to prevent damage to blossoms.  Jujubes are easy 
to care for.  A single application of fertilizer in the spring, 
high in nitrogen, should be enough to keep your tree happy. 

LANG 

The most widely grown jujube variety in Texas.  

Produces a heavy crop of large, pear-shaped fruit that 

matures before Li.  This fruit is red-skinned. 

LI 

Largest jujube grown in Texas, good for drying like a 

date.  It has edible flesh when picked from the tree and 

keeps a while, too.  It is crisp-fleshed when picked at the 

right time, when the skin is mahogany-colored and 

smooth.  Pick before the skin wrinkles. 
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PAPAYA, SEEDLING (CARICA PAPAYA) 

Papaya thrives under warm, humid conditions and does 

not tolerate cold, windy locations.  Keep papaya to a size 

that allows you to protect it from cold.  Some people 

find it is easier to replant than to winter over.  Likes 

well-drained soils and some protection from wind.  

Well-tended papayas can produce fruit their first year.  

Damage will occur at temperatures below 30°.   

STARFRUIT, SEEDLING (AVERRHOA 

CARAMBOLA) 

Also known as Carambola.  A small, very productive 

tree that produces fruit with a citrus-like fruit commonly 

eaten in salads.  When mature, may be able to tolerate 

temperatures down to 28°.   The fruit is very pretty 

when sliced across the axis. 
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MANGO (MANGIFERA INDICA) 

Mango is regarded as the queen of fruits in the tropical world 
and is eaten by more people the world over than peaches.  It 
produces large colorful fruit, and is evergreen in mild winters.  
Winter temperature is a major concern, as young leaves and 
twigs can be damaged at temperatures below 30°.  Flowering 
and fruiting can be seriously affected at temperatures below 
40° during bloom period.  Plant in a sunny location with well-
draining soil in the warmest part of your garden.  Trees will 
produce in the third year after establishment, so long as they 
are protected during the winter.  Mango fruit ripens quickly, 
averaging only 100-150 days from flower to fruit.  Mangoes 
ripen best on the tree, and are ready when the color breaks 
from pure green to yellow. 

CARRIE 

A medium to large evergreen tree.  Carrie is a Florida 

cultivar said to be fiberless.  Extremely sweet fruit on a 

compact tree.  Ripens in June to July. 

KENT 

Another Florida cultivar bred for less fiber.  Has larger 

fruit than Carrie and is a late season bloomer, ripening 

in July and August. 

NAM DOC MAI 

A premium Thai cultivar, one of the most sought after 

Mango varieties. Completely fiberless fruit grows on a 

small compact tree very well suited for a backyard.   
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GRUMICHAMA (EUGENIA BRASILIENSIS) 

A small compact tree that can be grown as a standard or 

shaped as a shrub.  Will tolerate 26-29 degrees if well 

established.  This plant has an attractive peeling bark 

and slowly attains a height of about 15’.  The deep 

purple to black fruit looks like a tiny pomegranate and 

tastes like a jaboticaba.  Keep in a frost-free location and 

provide water year-round. 

JABOTICABA (MYRCIARIA CAULIFLORA) 

A small bushy tree that forms multiple stems.  Multiple 

plants increase pollination.  Fruit appears like grapes on 

the branches themselves.  Fruit occurs on old growth, so 

do not prune.  Fruit can be eaten fresh, made into jams, 

jellies and wine, or frozen.   

SUGAR APPLE (ANNONA SQUAMOSA) 

A 10-20’ tall small tree or shrub featuring sweet, 

fragrant, juicy segmented fruit.  Requires a tropical or 

near tropical climate.  Closely related to the cherimoya, 

the fruit tastes like custard.  Trees begin to fruit at two 

years of age, and can easily be kept at 8-10’ if desired.  

That way, you can keep it in a large container to protect 

from frosts. 

LYCHEE (LITCHI CHINENSIS) 

One of the most renowned fruits of the world.  Grown on 

every continent except Antarctica.  They have the flavor of 

passionfruit combined with grape, and a rich rosy scent on top 

of that!  Ripens in early summer. 
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BREWSTER 

The second most popular commercial variety.  Produces 

a medium-large juicy sweet fruit.  A vigorous grower 

that needs lots of water.  Like all lychees, needs 

protection from frosts.  Tends to be an alternate bearer, 

producing fruits two out of every three years. 

MAURITIUS 

The most popular commercial variety.  A heavy 

producer with a sweet pink-to-red fruit.  Excellent 

consistency. 
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AVOCADOS 

Avocados grow on medium-large evergreen trees with large 
leathery deep green leaves. With a few exceptions, they are 
best adapted to tropical areas.  They will not tolerate poor 
drainage or flooding and require protection from cold.  There 
are three distinct races of avocados: Guatemalan, Mexican and 
West Indian.  There are also varieties that are hybrids of the 
above three races.  For the most part, Mexican avocados are 
the most cold-tolerant but the least salt-tolerant.  The fruit 
ripens in the summer and is usually of good flavor and the 
skin is very thin.  Because of this, the Mexican race avocados 
can be more susceptible to disease.  However, because of our 
cooler climate, the Mexican race and hybrids of it are the only 
avocados suitable for growing in this area.  The crushed leaves 
of Mexican avocados have a distinct odor of anise or licorice.   

Avocados do not come true from seed and seedlings can take 
10-15 years to fruit.  For this reason, most avocados are 
grafted.  Plant an avocado tree deep and mound soil around 
the trunk to help protect it from the cold.  Young trees can be 
draped with blankets, frost cloth or even blankets when a 
freeze is forecast.   

FANTASTIC 

Possesses a creamy texture and ripens green.  This is the 

most cold-hardy of the Mexican avocados. 

OPAL 

Originated in Uvalde, TX.  One of the Devine series of 

avocados.  Ripens green, with the characteristic thin skin 

of Mexican avocados. 

WILMA 

Large delicious fruit that ripens black.  From Pearsall, 

TX, another Devine avocado. 
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MEXICOLA 

Black fruit with thin skin, approximately 5 oz.  This 

avocado has a very high quality fruit but a large seed.  It 

is very hardy, and does not defoliate above 20°. 

MEXICOLA GRANDE 

Larger than Mexicola, also a high quality flesh whose 

thin skin ripens black.  This is a 6-7 oz. fruit.   

BROGDON 

Features a smooth purple skin and an 8-12 oz. fruit.   

Brogdon ripens in September, October and November.   

LULA (BRAZOS BELLE) 

A Guatemalan-Mexican hybrid, it is not as cold-hardy as 

the Mexican varieties.  However, it bears fruit up to 20 

oz.  It is a green-skin avocado and fruits in December 

and January.  The skin is very smooth and a dark glossy 

green. 

MARCUS PUMPKIN 

As you might expect from the name, this is a huge fruit – 

up to 3.5 lbs.  It ripens in October and November and is 

hardy to the mid 20s. 

JOEY 

Excellent flavor and a heavy bearer.  Joey is hardy to the 

low teens and produces medium sized fruit with a thin 

purple skin. 

PONCHO 

Good cold hardiness and a thin green skin.  Mexican 

variety with a good taste. 
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A NOTE ON CHILL HOURS 
Fruit trees grown in temperate climates often require a period 
of winter dormancy before they bear fruit.  The plant keeps 
track of the number of chilling hours and begins to flower and 
fruit once enough cold time has passed.  Trees that don’t 
receive enough chill hours have delayed leaf growth, failure to 
set fruit or setting of poor quality fruit.  Trees that receive too 
many chill hours often bloom too early, and the next frost 
ruins the flowers.  It’s important to select a variety that 
requires approximately the same number of chill hours you are 
likely to receive in your area.  The following table provides 
some guidelines, but remember, the weather varies greatly 
from year to year.  Some years we get more chill hours than 
average, other years we get fewer chill hours than our average. 
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Area Number of Chill Hours in 
an Average Year 

Hobby Airport 400-600 

Pearland 400-600 

Port of Houston 500-700 

Meyerland 300-500 

Bush Intercontinental 
Airport 

500-700 

La Grange 500-700 

Columbus 500-700 

Tomball 750-950 

Conroe 700-900 

Huntsville 700-900 

College Station 600-800 

Cleveland 600-800 

Livingston 900-1100 

Wharton 400-600 

El Campo 400-600 

Danevant 400-600 

League City 400-600 

Angleton 400-600 

Sugar Land 400-600 

Liberty 400-600 

Baytown 500-700 

Anahuac 500-700 

Galveston 300-500 

Jamaica Beach 500-700 

Freeport 300-500 

Matagorda 400-600 

Bay City 200-400 
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OTHER TREE FRUITS 

APRICOTS 

Provide good soil drainage and full sun.  Fertilize in spring 
after they leaf out.  Stone fruit is susceptible to a number of 
diseases and pest: a spray regimen is strongly recommended.  
Use an orchard fruit tree spray according to the label to fight 
brown rot, scab, leaf curl, scale, plum curculio, borers and 
catfacing insects. 

KATY (400 CHILL HOURS) 

Katy produces large, all-purpose flavorful apricots 

which are freestone.  Ripens in May and June and is self-

fruitful.  Fruit is sweet, not tart.  Semi-dwarf, to 12’ tall. 

GOLDKIST (300 CHILL HOURS) 

This low-chill apricot is also freestone and ripens in May 

and June.  Self-fruitful.  Very good quality fruit and a 

heavy bearer. 
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PEACHES 

Provide good soil drainage and full sun.  Fertilize in spring 
after they leaf out.  Stone fruit is susceptible to a number of 
diseases and pest: a spray regimen is strongly recommended.  
Use an orchard fruit tree spray according to the label to fight 
brown rot, scab, leaf curl, scale, plum curculio, borers and 
catfacing insects. Peaches are self-fruitful and generally well-
adapted to most of Texas. 

BONANZA MINIATURE (250 OR FEWER CHILL 

HOURS) 

A true dwarf with good tasting fruit.  Grows 5-6’ tall and 

has lovely pink flowers in the spring.  Yellow freestone 

fruit is sweet and low in acid. 

MIDPRIDE (250 CHILL HOURS) 

Exceptional flavor combined with mid-season fruit 

harvest.  One of the very best yellow freestones. 

RED BARON (250-300 CHILL HOURS) 

Beautiful double red flowers make this an especially 

ornamental peach tree.  The large yellow freestone fruit 

ripens in June and July. 

2 IN 1 LOW CHILL (250-500 CHILL HOURS) 

Two low-chill peaches grafted onto one rootstock!  

Extend your harvest with three different varieties! 

TROPIC SNOW (200 CHILL HOURS) 

A white freestone peach that features showy blooms in 

the spring.  The balanced acid and sugar makes for a 

great tasting fruit, too.  Mid-May. 
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EARLIGRANDE (275 CHILL HOURS) 

Medium-sized firm semi-freestone fruit.  Very successful 

in Texas. 

 

PLUM 

Provide good soil drainage and full sun.  Fertilize in spring 
after they leaf out.  Stone fruit is susceptible to a number of 
diseases and pest: a spray regimen is strongly recommended.  
Use an orchard fruit tree spray according to the label to fight 
brown rot, scab, leaf curl, scale, plum curculio, borers and 
catfacing insects. Plant at least two varieties to ensure proper 
pollination.  Recommended varieties are of Japanese heritage.  
European-style plums found in supermarkets are too 
susceptible to disease in our hot climate. 

MARIPOSA (250 CHILL HOURS) 

Semi-dwarf tree produces nearly freestone fruit that is 
red and sweet.  Mottled maroon over green skin.  Best 
pollinator is Beauty or Santa Rosa. 

SANTA ROSA (300 CHILL HOURS) 
Juicy, reddish-purple skin with amber flesh.  This plum 
is self-fruitful. 

SPICE-ZEE NECTA-PLUM (500 CHILL HOURS) 
New to our area, this nectarine-plum hybrid makes an 
ornamental tree with sweet, spicy fruit.  The lovely dark 
red leaves in spring mature to a rich green in summer.  
The fruit is both high in sugar and slightly acidic.  Self-
fruitful and a heavy bearer. 
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APPLES 

Apples require full sun and a well-drained location.  Good 

drainage is even more important than soil fertility.  Apples 

generally produce better yields with a pollinator. 

3 IN 1 ESPALIERED APPLE (200 CHILL HOURS) 

A collection of three different low chill apples, grafted 

onto one rootstock, and trained to grow flat against a 

wall or a trellis.  The branches grow at right angles to the 

main trunk, which provides light and air to the 

developing fruit.  A wonderful way to have a healthy 

apple tree in a limited space. 

3 IN 1 LOW CHILL APPLE (200 CHILL HOURS) 

Three different low chill apples, grafted onto a single 

rootstock.  No additional pollinators required.  A 

mainstay of high-density fruit orchards! 

ANNA (200 CHILL HOURS) 

A medium-sized low chill apple for South Texas.  This 

variety is tried and true and produces heavy crops of 

crisp, flavorful apples.  The fruit has a slight red blush 

and good flavor.  Can be self-fruitful or pollinated by 

Dorsett Golden or Ein Shemer.  Fruit keeps for two 

months in the refrigerator. 

DORSETT GOLDEN (100 CHILL HOURS) 

A yellow apple with a flavor like Golden Delicious.  A 

good early-season sweet apple that is generally self-

fruitful or will pollinate with Anna.   
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EIN SHEMER (250 CHILL HOURS) 

An excellent eating apple with yellow skin and sweet 

fruit.  Crisp flavor and good quality flesh. Self-fruitful 

but is an excellent pollinator for Anna. Ripens after 

Anna. 

PEARS – ASIAN 

Pears can be long-lived attractive trees in the landscape as 
well as fruit producers.  Asian pears and Asian hybrid pears 
are well adapted to much of Texas.  Good drainage and lots of 
sunlight are requirements for a healthy pear tree.  Trees on 
standard rootstocks can take as long as 8 years to bear, so be 
patient.   Fire blight tolerance on Asian pears ranges from 
moderate to fair.  The fruit combines the flavor of an apple and 
a pear, with a crisp texture.  Asian pears mature somewhat 
earlier than hybrid or European pears and are semi-self 
fruitful. Production will be higher with two different pears. 

HOSUI (450 CHILL HOURS) 

An excellent dessert-quality pear with medium-sized, 

golden-brown fruit and a distinct rum-like flavor.  

Moderate fire blight resistance.  Crisp refreshing texture, 

like an apple.  Better production when pollinated by 

another pear. 

SHINKO (450 CHILL HOURS) 

Best fire blight resistance of all Asian pears.  Shinko 

produces medium to large fruit with excellent flavor.  

Pears ripen mid-August through mid-September but 

hold well in storage until January.  Pollinates well with 

Hosui. 
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PEARS – EUROPEAN 

Pears can be long-lived attractive trees in the landscape as 
well as fruit producers.  Asian pears and Asian hybrid pears 
are well adapted to much of Texas.  Good drainage and lots of 
sunlight are requirements for a healthy pear tree.  Trees on 
standard rootstocks can take as long as 8 years to bear, so be 
patient.   Fire blight tolerance on Asian pears ranges from 
moderate to fair.  The fruit combines the flavor of an apple and 
a pear, with a crisp texture.  Asian pears mature somewhat 
earlier than hybrid or European pears.   

TENNOSUI (400 CHILL HOURS) 

A cross of Tennessee and Hosui, with great flavor and 

great blight resistance.  Bears in 5 or 6 years.  Pollinate 

with another low-chill pear like Acres Home, Southern 

Bartlett or Southern Queen. 

ACRES HOME (300-350 CHILL HOURS) 

A tree that bears fruit at a relatively early age, only three 

years old.  Heavy bearer and large fruit, one of the nicest 

landscape trees.  Pollinate with another low-chill pear 

like Acres Home, Southern Bartlett or Southern Queen. 

SOUTHERN BARTLETT (450 CHILL HOURS) 

Unrelated to the famous Bartlett pear, this one is best 

suited for our southern gardens.  Smaller fruit than 

Acres Home and is an alternate bearer.  Handsome tree 

with a spreading shape.  Pollinate with another low-chill 

pear like Acres Home, Southern Bartlett or Southern 

Queen. 
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SOUTHERN QUEEN (300-350 CHILL HOURS) 

Outstanding pear for our area, the Queen is a heavy 

bearer.  Fruiting begins after 5 or 6 years.  Tree is upright 

and is very fire blight resistant.  The fruit is russet-

colored and delicious!  Pollinate with another low-chill 

pear like Acres Home, Southern Bartlett or Southern 

Queen. 

KIEFFER (400 CHILL HOURS) 

An old-fashioned variety sometimes called “sand pear” 

because of the gritty texture.  Very long-lived tree resists 

fire blight and is a dependable bearer.  Good for canning 

and baking.  Self-fruitful. 

ATLAS SUPER ORIENT (325 CHILL HOURS) 

One of the best cooking pears, this beauty is very 

ornamental.  Very large pears on a very large tree with a 

very long life-span.  Late bloomer and is very resistant to 

fire blight.  Fruit is speckled and crisp.  Very productive.  

Pollinate with Southern Queen or Southern Bartlett. 
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CHERRIES 

Most of Texas lacks sufficient chill hours to produce 

traditional sweet cherries.  For example, the popular Bing 

cherry requires 700 chill hours.   However, there are two 

varieties of low-chill cherries just now in production that we 

are excited to offer.  These trees have not been tested in our 

area but who knows?  Maybe we can grow sweet cherries 

here! 

MINNIE ROYAL (400-500 CHILL HOURS) 

A medium-sized red cherry, firm with a good flavor.  

The tree is very productive and is pollinated by Royal 

Lee. 

ROYAL LEE (400-500 CHILL HOURS) 

Medium-sized heart shaped red cherry, very firm with 

an excellent flavor.  Very productive and is pollinated by 

Minnie Royal. 
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POMEGRANATES 

Pomegranates are reasonably well-adapted across Texas and 
can be grown as a small tree or bushy shrub.  The leaves are 
deciduous and a dark, glossy green.  The fruit may be yellow 
to bright red, and very juicy.  Pomegranates are considerably 
more cold-hardy than citrus, and some can tolerate 
temperatures as low as 15°.  Plant in full sun for best results.  
If a tree form is desired, you’ll have to frequently remove 
suckers.  Annual pruning is not necessary: only remove 
diseased or damaged limbs.  Severe fruit drop is normal for 
very young trees.  As the trees mature, they are better able to 
support a heavier crop.  Watch for fungal problems.  Spraying 
with a copper-based fungicide during fruit set may help.  
Pomegranates are self-fruitful. 

KASHMIR BLEND (150-200 CHILL HOURS) 

Medium-sized fruit with no acid taste.  Beautiful, intense 

red seeds.  Self-fruitful.  Slightly spreading growth habit, 

keep any height with summer pruning. 

GARNET SASH (150-200 CHILL HOURS) 

Vigorous, though slightly dwarf tree sets big crops of 

large, dark red fruit with deep red seeds.  Can be grown 

as a shrub or a tree.  Bears young and is a good choice 

for juice. 
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RED SILK (150-200 CHILL HOURS) 

A dwarfing pomegranate with large fruit.  Red juice has 

a strong grenadine flavor.  Excellent fresh or for cooking.  

Keep neat with summer pruning. 

SHARP VELVET (150-200 CHILL HOURS) 

Large pomegranate with a mild and refreshing flavor.  

Dark red exterior with dark seeds.  Upright shrub form 

sets huge crops of highly ornamental fruit. 

PERSIMMON 

Persimmons are small, easy to grow trees that are adapted to 
most of Texas.  Typically they are free from most diseases and 
pests and produce large crops once they begin to bear.  Our 
recommended persimmon is not the native Texas tree, but an 
oriental persimmon, in cultivation in the US for over a 
hundred years.   

FUYU (200 CHILL HOURS) 

Fuyu is a medium-sized orange persimmon with light 

orange flesh.  It has sweet, flat-shaped fruit and is non-

astringent.  Thin the fruit for best production.  Fuyu is a 

highly ornamental small tree. 
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MULBERRY 

Mulberries are small to medium-sized fast growing (when 

young) trees native to temperate zones in Asia and North 

America.  Although some kinds of mulberries are native to 

Texas, we recommend an Asian variety as best for fruit 

production.  Plant in a sunny, well-draining location. 

PAKISTAN 

Pakistan has a long, 3-inch purple-black fruit that is 

reminiscent of a blackberry.  Harvest for over a month in 

the summer and make pies, jams and jellies.  Can grow 

slowly to a fairly large tree but generally stays smaller 

than red mulberry or white mulberry.  Black mulberries 

like Pakistan have been known to bear fruit for 

hundreds of years.  No special pruning or fertilizing is 

required.   

FIGS 

Figs are one of the easiest fruit trees to grow, and they can be 

grown almost anywhere in the state.  Plant in a sunny 

location with good drainage.  Don’t prune trees, except to 

limit height.  Fig roots are usually close to the surface and can 

dry out in hot, windy weather, so pay close attention to 

watering.  Water stress can cause premature fruit drop.  

Allow figs to ripen on the tree for best flavor.  Generally, 

fertilization is not required. 

CELESTE 

This fig is small, and brown to purple in color.  It is a 

closed-eye fig with pink flesh and excellent flavor.  

Celeste ripens in mid-June and is moderately vigorous 

and very productive.  It is the most cold-hardy of all the 
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Texas varieties.  Do not prune mature Celeste trees 

heavily as this will damage fruiting later. 

LSU GOLD 

LSU Gold is a yellow fig that is resistant to splitting and 

a heavy producer.  It is derived from Celeste and like its 

parent, is a fast grower.  This fig ripens in July and 

August and is also a closed-eye variety. 

LSU PURPLE 

This tree produces medium-sized dark purple fruits 

with a strawberry pulp and delicious flavor.  It ripens 

after Celeste and is a vigorous grower.  This tree grows 

taller than most so is generally pruned to keep to a 

manageable size. 

TEXAS EVERBEARING 

This medium-sized fig is well-adapted to most of Texas, 

and is especially common in Central and East Texas.  

The tree is vigorous tree is very productive and 

produces a crop from May through early August.  The 

eye is moderately closed and the fruit is seedless, with a 

mild sweet flavor. 
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NUTS, BERRIES AND GRAPES 

PECANS 

The state tree of Texas is widely adapted here, and is native to 
over 150 of our counties.  Their preferred habitat is river and 
creek bottoms – soils that are deep, fertile and capable of 
holding lots of water.  These are big trees, needing room in the 
soil for a large taproot and room to spread out.  Plant at least 
25 feet from a building.  Pecans do not come true from seed, so 
all commercial varieties are grafted.  A seedling tree can be a 
better landscape tree, but a grafted pecan will always produce 
better nuts and will produce them more quickly.  Pecans are 
not generally self-fruitful; however, there are so many pecan 
trees around that pollination is not a problem.  As long as 
there is a pollinator within a quarter-mile, that should be 
sufficient.  If you are planting a pollinator, choose one that is 
shedding pollen at the right time. 

CHOCTAW (LATE SHEDDING) 

Choctaw makes a very nice landscape tree with its 

beautiful foliage, scab resistance and large quantity of 

good quality nuts.  It is a paper-shell type pecan and 

averages 38-40 nuts per pound.  Nuts ripen in October.  

This tree will be approximately 35’ tall at maturity. 

DESIRABLE (EARLY SHEDDING) 

Outstanding variety for humid areas.  Desirable is also a 

paper-shell pecan that averages 38-40 nuts per pound.  It 

grows fast but will require 8-10 years before it begins to 

produce any significant amount of pecans.   
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PAWNEE (EARLY SHEDDING) 

Excellent choice for those with limited space – Pawnee 

averages only 30 feet tall and wide.  An exceptional 

pollinator, Pawnee produces nuts that are large and 

sweet.  About 44 nuts per pound, and matures early.  

Outstanding resistance to yellow aphids.  

Recommended for planting all across Texas. 

 

 

 

BLACKBERRIES 

Blackberries are very easy to grow in this part of Texas.  In 
fact, they’re probably growing along railway easements all 
around us.  Blackberries are biennial and begin to produce the 
year after planting.  They can continue to produce for 10-15 
years if well managed, but generally best production is 
between years 3 and 8.  Blackberries grow best in sandy soils 
with good drainage.  That’s why you often see them growing 
on slopes.  They will require weekly rainfall or irrigation, 
particularly when getting established or setting fruit.   

KIOWA 

Kiowa is a heavy producer, with huge berries up to 3” 

long.  It does have thorns but is by far the best berry-

producing vine for this area.  It has canes that are 5-6’ 

long and will require training on some kind of support. 
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OUACHITA 

Ouachita is a thornless variety that is not quite as 

productive as Kiowa, but still a very good producer.  

The berries are much smaller than Kiowa’s but there are 

no thorns. 

 

 

 

BLUEBERRIES 

Rabbiteye blueberries are the best type for growing in our area.  
They are semi-evergreen in our area and slowly mature to a 
height of 15’ and a width of 10’.  Rabbiteyes are very long-
lived shrubs.  Blueberries like a very acid soil, with a pH of 
around 4.0 to 5.0, which can be difficult to achieve around 
here.  We tend to have very alkaline soils.  For this reason, 
some gardeners grow blueberries in large containers, where 
they can better manage the pH.  Their roots are very small and 
close to the surface, so regular water is essential.  Do not allow 
to dry out completely.  Rabbiteye blueberries benefit from 
cross-pollination.  Try to plant at least three different varieties 
in each group.  Watch how you use insecticides:  bees are the 
primary pollinators of blueberries. 

CLIMAX 

A dark blue berry that also ripens in May but all at once, 

rather than over a period of time.  It is a moderate to 

heavy producer. 



42 
 

PREMIER 

Sweet and juicy berries, with excellent flavor.  Early 

season producer and a vigorous grower. 

TIFBLUE 

Good tasting berry – Tifblue is the benchmark for taste 

for all rabbiteye varieties.  It ripens mid to late season.  

The fruits are large and light blue and the bush is a 

strong grower, very productive.  This is an outstanding 

blueberry. 

WOODARD 

Woodard is an early-ripening variety producing fruit in 

May.  The berries are large and light blue, with a very 

high quality fruit.  The plant is moderately vigorous and 

performs well in every blueberry planting. 
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MUSCADINES 

Table grapes like you see in the grocery store are hard to grow 
here.  Most varieties we see there are highly susceptible to 
Pierce’s disease, which is a real problem here.  However, 
muscadines are resistant to disease and well-adapted to our 
area.  They are native to East Texas and produce very flavorful 
fruits that are popular for jams, jellies and homemade wine.  
Their skins are tough, so eating out of hand is an acquired 
taste.  Most varieties ripen in mid-August through September.  
Some varieties are self-fruitful and can also serve as 
pollinators for the female varieties.  However, female varieties 
often produce the most fruit.  Plant at least one Ison per five 
female varieties. 

BLACK BEAUTY (FEMALE) 

One of the best black muscadines with a high sugar 

content of 24.5%.  This muscadine produces large, 

beautiful fruit and is highly diseases resistant.  Needs a 

pollinator. 

DARLENE (FEMALE) 

This is a bronze-skinned beauty, with a large fruit and a 

high sugar content of 24%.  Darlene produces excellent 

flavor and a vigorous vine. 

ISON (MALE) 

This muscadine is self-fruitful but does not have as high 

a sugar content as the female varieties (19%).  It can be 

planted alone or as a pollinator for the female varieties.  

Produces lots of black fruit on a strong vine. 

SWEET JENNY (FEMALE) 
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A bronzy muscadine that produces a sweet fruit, with 

23% sugar.  It ripens late in the season, with large fruits 

almost an inch and a half in diameter.   

SUPREME (FEMALE) 

The largest muscadine, ripening mid to late season.  

Fruit is sweet, with a sugar content of 23%.  Very heavy 

producer, and fruit has an edible skin.  These grapes 

grow in very large clusters. 
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TIPS ON PLANTING BARE ROOT 

TREES 
Special care must be taken with bare root trees.  They 
cannot be allowed to freeze or dry out.  Before you plant 
them, keep them wrapped in some moisture-retaining 
medium like wet newspaper.  Do not store in water.  
Trees cannot absorb oxygen from water.  If you can’t 
plant within a day or two, “heel them in” by temporarily 
planting them in a hole in the ground.   

When you are ready to plant, cut off any broken roots 
above the break, but do not prune any other ones.  Soak 
the plant briefly in a bucket of water.  Do not soak for 
more than one hour. 

Dig the hole only as deep as required by the rootball.  
You will be able to see the line where the tree was 
planted at the growers.  Do not plant deeper or more 
shallowly than that.  For grafted trees, the bud union 
will almost always be above the ground.  That’s okay 
down South.   

Do not fertilize.  It’s okay to apply root stimulator but do 
not fertilize.  Put the dirt from the original hole back into 
the hole.  Do not amend with compost, potting soil or 
any other type of planting material.  Even water 
distribution is best when the soil is consistent.  
Thoroughly water the tree, making sure no air pockets 
remain.  Forty-eight hours later, water again.  You won’t 
water again until you see new leaves sprouting from 
your tree. 

Once the tree is planted, prune it by cutting the branches 
back by half and removing about a third of the top.   
Removing so much of the top brings the root system into 
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balance with the top.  This way the roots can develop 
fast enough to feed the newly emerging leaves.   

For pecan trees, the tap root will be extra long and 
should not be pruned when planted. Plant these trees 2” 
deeper than the old soil line.  You are trying to limit 
exposed roots by planting a bit deep. 

For pomegranate trees, clear out all the small wood and 
leave only main leaders.  This helps prevent 
dehydration.  Do not overwater. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


